RCRA in the Ivory Tower
Challenging Sages and Tyros Alike
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Abstract Text

Academic laboratories face many regulatory challenges in identifying and managing the
hazardous waste they generate. As the efforts for compliance with EPA regulations may
involve the laboratory personnel, instructors, students, health and safety personnel, and
university officials, it may become a challenge to decipher who is responsible for which
part of the compliance effort, for example for identifying the waste. Those involved in
these compliance efforts in the academic world may wonder how the industry-based
descriptions apply to academic settings. Or how they can take advantage of the satellite
accumulation rules to manage wastes generated during laboratory exercises or research
activities. Determination of generator status becomes a chore in itself as it is easily
affected by sporadic laboratory work or periodic lab clean ups. This presentation will
include a review of the current rules as they apply to academic laboratories, as well as the
latest EPA proposal for academic laboratories.
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