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Abstract Text 
It may surprise many generators, but an effective storage plan for waste in the main 
accumulation area (MAA) can result in significant cost savings over the course of a year.  
Proper organization will allow generators to store waste longer and more efficiently, 
resulting in less waste shipments and increased compliance.  This presentation will 
review the New York State rules and regulations for the storage of hazardous waste in the 
MAA.  Taking these regulations into consideration we will offer three techniques that 
encourage best management practices in the MAA.    
 
An organized and functional main accumulation area is critical to the proper management 
of hazardous waste at any generator site.  State and federal regulations require that 
specific signage, containment, fire prevention and communication systems are present in 
any MAA.  Regulations also require generators to develop written inspection schedules 
and keep inspection logs that document MAA conditions.  Complying with MAA 
regulations can be challenging, particularly in the higher education setting, where the area 
designated for the storage of hazardous waste often has some other intended use.  
Environmental Health & Safety (EH&S) professionals are presented with the challenge 
of using their available space most effectively to manage their hazardous waste. 
 
Colleen Greaney (St. Johns University) and Clifford Knee (SUNY Stony Brook) will 
work with Triumvirate Environmental to apply best management practices in their 
existing MAA’s during May and June of 2007.  These generators will document and 
review their experiences with their peers.  Colleen and Cliff will reflect on how these 
changes have positively impacted their EH&S programs.  Specifically, they will discuss 
how these techniques have provided cost savings and aided in the implementation of best 
management practices in their main accumulation areas.     
 
At the end of this presentation you will walk away with the following: 
 

• A solid understanding of the rules and regulations governing the MAA 
• Waste management techniques that can save money and increase compliance 
• Ideas for organized storage of hazardous waste in the MAA 
• Ideas on how to reduce waste shipments through effective waste management 
• A list of resources available to generators involved in MAA upgrade/construction 

projects 
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