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Abstract Text

Hazardous waste, as defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
and regulated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), is
generated from several areas at the University of Illinois (UIC) Medical Center. These
waste streams include spent xylene and formalin from pathology laboratories, mercury
from broken and discarded instrumentation, research laboratory cleanouts, and spent
pharmaceutical waste. This presentation covers the UIC Medical Center hazardous waste
program, focusing on recent efforts to capture pharmaceutical wastes that are also
hazardous wastes. It discusses issues of concern with pharmaceutical wastes that are also
hazardous wastes, including their application in the hospital environment. It explains
how the UIC Medical Center, in conjunction with the UIC Environmental Health and
Safety Office (EHSO), was able to implement an effective and compliant policy to
manage the subject wastes.
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