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Abstract Text 
In May 2006, The United States Environmental Protection Agency released proposed 
Standards Applicable to Academic Laboratories, or the Lab Rule.  EPA intends these 
regulations to establish an alternative set of requirements that better reflect the 
circumstances found in academe.  
 
The proposed rule included a plan for an additional program that institutions could use to 
manage their Hazardous Waste generated in many laboratories and art studios.  EPA 
decided to include some labs while excluding others, partially based on the assumption 
that “Laboratory Waste” constituted 9% of the total Hazardous Waste generated by 
academic institutions.   
 
Colorado College, and many others, disputed this assessment.  In December 2006 EPA 
asked Colorado College for data supporting the claim that waste generation from 
laboratory processes represented the majority of Hazardous Waste generated in Higher 
education. Colorado College analyzed the data from the 2001 Biennial Report to try to 
replicate EPA’s assertion and found significant flaws in the data and the original analysis.  
Colorado College developed a set of alternate perspectives of the 2001 BR data that 
present a drastically different picture of Hazardous Waste generation in Higher 
Education. 
 
This presentation will review the data EPA used to conclude that 9% of Higher Education 
waste comes from laboratories, and present alternate perspectives on that data from the 
2001, 2003 and 2005 Biennial Reports. 
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