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Abstract Text 
Billions of dollars are being spent to renovate and rejuvenate college and university 
campuses nationwide.  Mercury contamination has the potential to become a leading 
issue during this boon.  OSHA regulations regarding hazardous decontamination prior to 
demolition complicate the feasibility of some of these projects.  What lessons have we 
learned from the use of the Ohio Lumex mercury vapor analyzer, and how do they apply 
to the demolition of Venable Hall at UNC Chapel Hill? 
 
This presentation will discuss the decommissioning and demolition of Venable Hall.  
This will include the process beginning with initial design concerns, through specification 
development, the bid process, and into the actual decommissioning.  An important driver 
throughout this process was our implementation of a slightly modified version of new 
protocols developed and used by NIH.  Additionally incorporated in this presentation will 
be what we found during initial hazmat pre-screening, and how those findings differed or 
agreed with actual results generated during decommissioning.  The findings covered will 
include, in addition to mercury, asbestos, lead, universal waste, and chemicals for 
disposal.   
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